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MRS. DENNY’S DIARY. 
( Continued from p. 404.) 


6 e 4 HIS being the Lord’s day, alfo the firft day 
jan. 1, 1769. of the >be O may I draw near to God 
with holy reverence, and be deeply humbled before him for the 
many backflidings I have been guilty of, the paft year. if thou 
fhouldit be ftrié& to mark iniquity againit me, I could not ftand 
before thee. O how have I loved the world and the vanities 
of it! How inordinate is my love to the creature, and how 
little love for my Creator. O my God; but how dare I fay my 
God? Humble me for my many fins, and for thy dear Son’ > 
fake freely pardon them. Grant to thy handmaid a truly 
thankful heart, ‘for the innumerable mercies, I and mine have 
been favoured with the year palft. While many others have 
been brought to great ftraits, and difficulties, refpecting the 
comforts of life, 1 and mine have had to the full. This is not 
that we have deferved more than others. Give me grace, O 
gracious God, to begin the year with thee, and if thou fhouldft 
be pleafed to {pare my life this year alfo, grant that | may 
bring forth more fruit to thy praife. 

This day have I heard of the death of my Sifter Henfhaw. 
O how fudden, and furprifing ! How little did I expe fuch 
news when I was writing the-above. That news was founded 
in my ears, “ fhe has gone, and gone in a moment, down to 
the filent chambers of death.”” She was I truft permitted to 
draw a few breaths in the new year. Othat it might be an ef- 
fectual warning to me, and to us all to be ready. ‘ Blefled God, 
may every difpenfation of thy providence towards me, whether 


merciful or afflictive, work together for my everlafting good. 
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July 2, 1769. This night God is pleafed in his holy provi- 
dence to vifit us' with a moft awful ftorm of thunder and light- 
ning. It is the moft dreadful night I ever faw. The heavens 
have been feemingly in a blaze over us, and the thunder breakin 
all around us, and we as it were waiting to fee which would be 
ftruck firft. But we are all yet fpared monuments of divine 
mercy. Blefled God, fuffer us not to be forgetful of thy mer- 
cies, but let thy judgments drive us and thy loving kindnefs 
draw us to thee. 

Odtober 8, 1770. Iam now brought by the goodnefs of my 
God to the firft day of another year of my life, and muft la- 
ment before him my many backilidings. O how little do L 

row in grace! I feem not to bring forth the fruit of a walk 
with God. O my God, let me plead with thee for the quick- 
ening, fanctifying influences of thy Holy Spirit. Bring me off 
from every falfe bottom. Enable me to renounce all felf 
righteoufnefs, and.to rely wholly on Chrift. Lord, thou art 
able to build up thy handmaid in faith and hope. Let me 
not be deceived with a falfe hope, that fhall make me afhamed. 
Let me not be forgetful to praife thee for the mercies of the paft 
year. Blefled be my God that he has continued me to my 
family, and them to me, while many parents around me have 
been taken from their children, and children from their parents. 
© let the goodnefs of God lead us to repentance. May we love 
the Lord our God in fincerity, and in truth. Now thy judg- 
ments are abroad in the earth, may the inhabitants of it learn 
righteoufnefs. 

July 22,1771. O God, how hard do I find my heart, how 
attached to the world, how dead to every thing that is good ! 
Deeply humble me for my fins, and ftir me up to my duty. 
Shed abroad in my foul a double portion of thy Holy Spirit, 
and enable me to walk the way of righteoufnefs with delight. 
The many cares and incumbrances of this life, which are grow- 
ing daily upon me, take off my mind from thee. I neither hear 
nor read thy word as I would, neither do I retain it. O thou 
infinite Jehovah, pardon my fins, and accept me for thy dear 
Son’s fake. Enable me by thy grace to long more after thee. 
Let the breathing of my foul be after thee, the living God. I 
can find no happimefs in any created being without thee. What 
is the world without thee! Hufband, children and friends are 
near and dear to me. But what are they without thee? O 
my God, let me have thy prefence and blefimg. Let me re- 
folve not to be content in any thing fhort of thee. Aftera 
ftriét examination of myfelf, I think there is nothing I fo ear- 
neftly defire at the throne of grace, as a heart to love God and 
hold clofe communion with him. Gracious God, deny me what 
worldly comfort thou pleafeft, only grant me refignation to thy 

will. 
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will. Deny me not thy gracious and fatherly prefence, which 
is better than life itfelf. 

Ogtober 17,1774. God has been pleafed to remove from 
me my honoured mother by death. Omy God, may this dif- 
penfation of thy holy hand quicken me in my duty, and pre- 
pare me for my own change. Make me truly thankful that 
thou didft continue her fo long to us. A blefling fhe was in- 
deed, a friend to the fouls.of her children and to the world. O 
my God, enable me to follow her pious example fo far as fhe 
followed Chrift. Make me fubmiflive to thy will : and while I 
mourn my lofs, let me blefs thy name, that although my lofs is 
great I have reafon to think her gain is much greater. Blefled 
be the name of my God, although a dear mother is taken away, 
yet 4e changeth not, and is able to anfwer all her prayers which 
fhe has put up for her children. And God grant that it might 
be fo. | 

Sabbath night, Nov. 1774. If God fhould fee meet to {pare 
my life to another Sabbath I expect to commemorate my Sa- 
viour’s death at his table. O my God, how earneftly do I de- 
fire thy blefling and prefence with me this week, to enable me 
to examine myfelf. Search me, O God, and try me. Enable 
me to humble and abafe myfelf, that thou mayeft be exalted. I 
know I can do nothing of myfelf, but thy grace is fufficient for 
me. O make it efficient inme. If thou fee fit to bring me to 
that blefled day and hour, make me a welcome gueft, if it may 
be thy bleffed will. 

(The following is without date. It was probably written on 
the fucceeding Sabbath after communion. ) 

Blefled God, hatt thou permitted me to go to thine houfe, and 
fit down at thy table ? O may I wonder, and ftill wonder at 
the condefcenfion of that Majefty Divine, that he fhould permit 
fuch worthlefs creatures to fit down with him at his table. 
Wonderful are thy works of creation and providence, but much 
more wonderful are thy works of redemption, that Ged, whom 
the heaven of heavens cannot contain, fkould die for finful mor- 
tals. O that my mind may be deeply imprefled with a fenfe of 
it. O that I might be enabled to crucify my fins, which cruci- 
fied my Saviour. ‘Why, my foul, no more affected with thy 
Savour’s fufferings and thy own fins! Enable me, O God, to 
keep this world under my feet, and to make thee al! and in all. 

March 16,1775. As this day is fet apart for fafting and 
prayer, may I upon the bended knees of my foul renew my 
covenant with God. O may I be fincere in my poor endeav- 
ours to ferve God this day. Bleffed be his name, he is ftriving 
with me by his Holy Spirit to bring me out, of this dead leth- 
argy, which I have been fo long lamenting. It is by his grace 
2nd goodnefs only that I am now enabled to write. —— 
an 
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and ever bleffled God, I defire to prefent myfelf before thee 
with the deepeft humiliation and abafement of foul, fenfible 
how unworthy fuch a finful worm is to appear before the 
holy Majefty of heaven and earth, and efpecially on fuch 
an errand as this, to renew covenant with thee. But 
the f{cheme is thine own. Thine own infinite condefcen. 
féon hath made the propofal, and inclined my heart to ac- 
cept of it. I come, therefore,O my God, acknowledging 
that I have greatly offended. 1 would {mite upon my breatt 
and cry, God be merciful to me a finner. 1 come in the name of 
thy Son, and wholly trufting in his perfeé& righteoufnefs, en- 
treating that for his fake thou wouldft be merciful to my un- 
righteoufnefs, and no more remember my fins. Receive I be- 
feech thee thy revolted creature, who is now convinced of thy 
right to me, and who defires nothing fo much as to be thine. 
This day I do with the utmoft folemnity, and I would hope 
with the greateft fincerity, furrender myfelf to thee. 1 re- 
nounce all former lords that have had dominion over me, and 
I confecrate to thee all that I am, and all that I have; the 
faculties of my mind, the members of my body, my worldly 
pofleffions, my time, and my influence over them, to be all and 
entirely for thy glory, and employed in obedience to thy com- 
mands, fo long as thou continueft me in life, with an ardent 
defire and humble refolution to continue thine through all the 
endlefs ages of eternity ; ever holding myfelf in an attentive pof- 
ture to obey the firft intimations of thy will, and ready to {pring 
forward with zeal and joy to the immediate execution of it, 
But, O thou Majefty Divine, fenfible of my own weaknefs and 
inability to perform any good thing, or to keep any holy refo- 
Jutions, I look to thee for ftrength. O may I derive it from 
thee. May I be ftriving after farther attainments, and be ena. 
bled to perfevere to the end. To thy direction I refign myfelf 
and all that I have, to be difpofed of by thee in fuch a manner 
as thou fhalt in thine infinite wifdom judge moft fubfervient to 
the purpofes of thy glory. To thee I leave the management 
of all events, and fay, without referve, “* Not my will, but thine 
be done.” I rejoice with a loyal heart in thy unlimited gov- 
ernment, as what ought to be the delight of the whole rational 
creation. Ufe me, 1 befeech thee, in thy fervice. Number me 
among thy peculiar people. Let me be wafhed in the blood of 
thy dear Son. Let me be clothed with his righteoufnefs. Let 
me be fanétified by his Spirit, and let my life be conformable 
to his commands. Impart to me through him all needful in- 
fluences of thy purifying, cheering, and comforting Spirit, and 
let my life be fpent under thofe influences and in the enjoy- 
ment of the light of thy countenance, as my Father and my 
God. And when the folemn hour of death fhall come, may I 
remember this thy covenant, well ordered in all things and 
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jet to become acquainted with truth. | And fince fuch errors 
cannot be criminal and difpleafing in the fight of God, their 
fruits, or the practices, which refult from them, cannot be 
criminal and difpleafing in his fight. But admitting that er- 
rors in fentiment, and the praétices, which refult from them, are 
not entirely blamelefs, yet they cannot be criminal in any con- 
fiderable degree. All fuch errors are imputable to the weak- 
nefs and frailty of human nature. God, the father of mercies, 
who remembers that we are dult ; who knows the feeblenefs of 
our frame,and who pities our weaknels, will not behold our wan-’ 
derings, which refult from ignorance, with an eye of angry dii- 
pleafure. He furely will not be fri to mark them againit us ; 
nor can we believe that he will punifh us for them.” 

Such is the fubftance of the plea, made by many, for thofe 
errors in fentiment and praétice, which refult from ignorance. 
And to give this plea a greater weight, an appeal is not un- 
frequently made to {feripture authority, and particularly to the 
following paflage, “as he (man) thinketh in his heart, fo is he.”’ 
If a man think himfelf to be right in fentiment, in practice, he 
really is fo. Itis alfo plead, that confcience is placed in the 
foul as a judge of right and wrong ; and therefore, if confcience 
do not condemn us for our errors committed through ignorance, 
fo neither will‘ God, the author of confcience, condemn us. 

How many, from confiderations like thofe above ftated, qui- 
et their minds, ftupify confcience, and cry peace and fafety, 
when deitruction is but juft before them ! 

That error in fentiment and practice, arifing from ignorance, 
is far from being the blamelefs thing, as above fuppofed ; but 
that it is inexcufably criminal, of extremely dangerous tendency, 
and frequently deftructive in its confequences, will be evinced, 
it is believed, from the following confiderations. 

1. God requires his rational creatures to believe the truth, 
as revealed in the Bible, and to practife in conformity to it. But 
in doing this, is it to be fuppofed that he leaves it optionable 
with them, whether to believe the truth, as he has ftated it, and 
according to its true import, or to believe fomething elfe in- 
ftead of this to be the truth which he has revealed? ‘This fure- 
ly may not be admitted. God, in requiring us to believe the 
truth, as contained in his word, requires us to believe it ac- 
cording to its true and real meaning ; nor, indeed, is it poflible 
really to believe the truth in any other way. And as he re- 
quires us thus to believe, fo he requires us to regulate our con- 
duc according to this belief. The fcriptures of truth are full 
of meaning, and this meaning is definite and precife. Hence 
it-appears, that it is not fufficient that we give a general aflent 
to thefe fcriptures, as true, while we remain ignorant of the 
nature and import of their contents. ‘This does not anfwer to 
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my polluted lips. Butthou art gracioufly allowing finful duf 
and athes thus todo. Thou halt brought me out of darknefs 
into marvellous light. In the midf of perplexing fears thou 
didit enable me to acquiefce in thy will. Thou haft done 
great things for me, and bleffed be thy name. The Captain of 
my falvation came forth tomy help. He girded me with 
ftrength, and vanquifhed my enemies. Sing praifes unto the 
Lord that dwelleth in Zion. He has not forgot the cry of the 
humble. The Lord is righteous, and all his works are done in 
truth. Who is like unto thee, who delivereft the poor from 
him who is too ftrong for him. Thy mercy O Lord is in the 
heavens, and thy faithfulnefs reacheth unto the clouds. Sing 
praifes unto God. Sing praifes, fing praifes unto our King. 
The Lord of hofts is with me. The God of Jacob is my refuge. 
Blefs the Lord, all ye his angels, that excel in ftrength. - Bleft 
the Lord, all ye his faints. Blefs the Lord, all his works, in all 
places of his dominions. Blefs the Lord, O my foul. Halle- 
lujah. 


& 
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A DISQUISITION 


ON THE NINETEENTH VERSE OF THE NINTH CHAP. 
TER OF ROMANS. 


Thou wilt fay then unto me, Why doth he yet find fault? for whe 
fe hath refifted bis will ? 


T HIS is the moft plaufible and the moft common qbjection; 
that ever has been made againft the divine agency in the 
production of moral exéercifes™ the human heart. Thofe who 
deny, that God operates immediately upon the hearts of either 
faints or finners, rely upon this objection to fupport their opin. 
ion. Thofe who allow, that God foftens tl searts of fome, 
and hardens the hearts of others, inftantly fly to this objections 
to excufe them for not loving, and even for actually one 
God. The carelefs and fecure urge this objection, to excufeé 
their careleffnefs and fecurity ; and the awakened and imprefled 
urge this objection to excufe their obftinacy and unbelief. All 
clafles of finners confider this objection as their ftrong hold, to 
which they can always retreat as their laft and fafe refort. It 
is of great importance, therefore, fairly and fully to remove 
this objection againft the doctrine of divine efficiency, which is 
fo reproachful to God, and fo injurious to thofe who make it. 
But fince the whole force of this objection lies in its ambiguity, 
it is neceflary, in the firft place, to explain it with accuracy and 
precifon. tom | 
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»To afcertain the true import of this objeétion, let us look 
back to the connexion in which it is introduced. The apoftle 
had been {peaking of God’s conduét in calling in the Gentiles 
and rejecting the Jews; and had reprefented him as bringing 
about this event, by /oftening the hearts of believers, and harden- 
ing the hearts of unbelievers. To illuftrate this point, he men- 
tions the inftance of Pharaoh. ‘ What fhall we fay then? Is 
there unrighteoufnefs with Ged ? God forbid. For he faith to 
Mofes, 1 will have mercy on whom I will have mercy, and I 
will have compaffion on whom I will have compafion. So 
then it is not of him that willeth, nor of him that runneth, but 
ef God that fheweth mercy. For the fcripture faith unto 
Pharaoh, even for this fame purpofe have I raifed thee up, that 
I might fhew my power in thee, and that my name might be 
declared throughout all the earth. Therefore hath he mercy 
on whom he will have mercy, and whom he will he Aardeneth.” 
Having thus plainly aflerted God’s immediate agency in /often- 
ang the hearts of faints, and in hardening the hearts of finners, he 
introduced the ftrongeft objection, which he fuppofed any one 
could poflibly make againft the doétrine he hadtaught. ‘Thou 
wilt fay then unto me, why doth he yet find fault ? for whe 
hath refifted his will ?” 

This is as much as to fay, that if God does indeed harden 
the hearts of finners, then he comrets them to be hardened, and 
they cannot help being what they are; which is totally incon- 
filtent with any criminality on their part. Here it is neceflary 
to form a clear and juft idea of compulfion. This implies two 
things, confraint, and reftraint. A man is compelled to a&, when 
he is conflrained to a&t contrary to his will. Daniel was compelled 
to go into the den of lions, becaufe he was conffrained to go in, 
centrary to his will; and Jofeph was compelled to go into 
Egypt, becaufe he was conffrained to go there, contrary to his 
will. In all cafes of conflraint, there is compulfion; becaufe 
the will of the perfen conftrained is oppofed to the power 
that conftrains him. But a man may be compelled by 
reflraint as well as by confiraint. Thus Jeroboam was com- 
pelled to let the prophet go, when his withered hand ef- 
fectually refrained him from aéting agreeably to his will. 
Paul and Silas were likewife compelled to ftay in the prifon, fo 
long as their feet were made falt in the ftocks, which, contrary 
to their will, refrained them from walking. In every inftance 
of refiraint, there is compulfion ; becaufe the will of the perfon 
reftrained is oppofed to the power that reftrains him. _ It is 
Bow eafy to fee, that no man can be faid to be compelled m any 
cafe, unlefs he is either conffrained, or refrained, contrary to his 
will. This is the only proper meaning of computsion ; and 
this is precifely what the objector means by afking, “ Who hath 
refifted 
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refifted his will ?’ He fuppofes, that finners may endeavour 
to refift the will of God, while he is hardening their hearts, but 
notwithftanding all their endeavours, they are compelled to be 
hardened. And do not thofe, who make this objeétion at the 
prefent day, mean the fame thing by it? When they afk, how 
can we be to blame, if God hardens our hearts ? Do they not 
mean to afk, how can we be to blame for the hardnefs of our 
hearts, if God compels us to be hardened contrary to our will? 
Do they not mean to fay, that the act of God in hardening their 
hearts muft be an act of compulfion, by which he either refrains 
them from being what they wi/h to be, or conflrains them to be 
what they do not wifh to be? It ts undoubtedly true, that every 
perfon, who objects againfk God’s hardening the hearts of fin- 
ners, objects againtt it as implying the exercife of compulfion on 
God’s part. He muft mean to complain of compulfion in this 
cafe, becaufe this is the only ground of objection, and a folid 
ground, if itbe true Who ever felt himfelf to blame for doing 
what he was conffrained to do, contrary to his will? Or who ever 
felt himfelf to blame for not doing what he was refrained from 
doing contrary to his will? Did a good man ever blame himfelf 
for not attending public worfhip, when he was reffrained from 
attending, contrary to his will? Or dida martyr ever blame 
himfelf for going to the ftake, when he was conftrained to go, 
contrary to his will? No fuch cafe ever happened. Compulfion 
#s always inconfiftent with blame. Thofe, who object againtt 
God’s hardening the hearts of men, mean to make a reafonable, 
folid, unanfwerable objection ; and, therefore, they mean to fay, 
that, if God does harden their hearts, he compels them to be 
hardened. This is faying fomething pertinent and forcible ; 
for if it be true, that God does exercife compu/fion in hardening 
the heart, then there is good reafon to afk, “ Why doth he yet 
find fault ? For who hath refifted his will ?” 

The way is now prepared to inquirey whether there is any 
juft ground for this objection again{t the divine agency in har- 
dening the hearts of finners. Certainly there is not the leaft 
ground for it, if God does not ufe any compulfion in hardening 
their hearts. And here the following things deferve a ferious, 
eritical, and impartial confideration. 

1. Itis generally allowed, that the divine agency, in foftening 
the hearts of men, does not #mply conipulfion. In ftating the 
objection, the apoftle feems to take it for granted, that there is 
no compulfion in God’s /oftening the hearts of faints. Thou 
wilt fay then unto me, why doth he yet find fault? Fer who 
hath refifted his will? He had jult before faid, that “ God hath 
mercy on whom he will have mercy.” That is, he foftens the 
hearts of whom he will, by taking away their ftony hearts and 
giving them hearts of flefh. But he introduces no one as object- 
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ing againft this; becaufe he fuppofed it would be allowed by 
all, that God may foften the hearts of believers, without the 
leaft degree of compulfion. And it is now univerfally granted 
by thofe, who acknowledge a {pecial divine operation in the 
converfion of finners, that God ufes no compulfion in foftening 
and changing their hearts. But if God ufes no compulfion in 
Softening the hearts of faints, why fhould it be fuppofed, that he 
ufes any compulfion in hardening the hearts of finners? In 
foftening the hearts of faints, he is reprefented as making them 
new creatures, creating them anew in Chrift Jefus, and exerting the 
fame mighty power, that he exerted in raifing Chrift from the 
dead. Thefe expreflions plainly imply, that he actually produ- 
ces new and holy affections in their hearts. But if he can pro- 
duce new and holy affections in the hearts of faints, without 
compulfion ; what ground is there to fuppofe that he muft ufe 
compulfion in producing any moral affections in the hearts of 
finners? If God can /often the hearts of men without compul- 
fion, it muft be fuppofed, that he can Aarden them without 
compulfion. ‘This is plain: and intelligible to every capacity, 
and deferves great attention upon this fubject. 

2. God cannot compel men to be finful unlefs they all the 
while choofe tobe holy. It has been fhown, that compulfion al- 
ways implies either conftraining, or reftraining men, contrary 
to their will. Where there is no conftraint, nor reftraint, con- 
trary te the will of a perfon, there can be no compulfion. If 
finners do not choofe to be holy, then they can never be re- 
ftrained from being holy ; and if they always choofe to be fin- 
ful, then they can neyer be conftrained to be fo. It would be 
abfurd to fay, that a man is conftrained to da what he choofes ; 
or that he is refrained from doing what be does not choofe. If 
finners do not in ary teafe choofe holinefs, then they cannot in 
any cafe be reftrained from it; and if in all cafes they choofe 
fin, then in no cafe can they be conftrained to it. But it 
clearly appears from fcripture, that finners always hate holinefs, 
and love fin; hence it is utterly impoflible that they fhould be 
conftrained to love fin, or reftrained from loving holinefs. 
Was Hazael conftrained to fin, when God told him by his pro- 
phet, that he would deftroy the life of his prince, ard reign in 
his ftead ? Or was it poflible, that God fhould compel him to that 
cruel and inhuman deed, fo long as he chofe to doit? It is 
abfurd, therefore, for finners to fay that they are reftrained 
from holinefs, or conftrained to fin, while they actually love fin 
and hate holinefs. If they would only keep in view the mean- 
ing of their own objection againft God’s hardening their hearts, 
they would be condemned out of their own mouths, and filenced 
by their own feelings. What can be more inconfiltent than to 
complain, that they cannot refift the will of God, when they do 
No. 12. Vol. [11. Iii not 
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not defire to refift it? or to fay that they are compelled to fin, 
when they /ove to fin, and roll it as a fweet morfel under their 
tongue ? ; 

3- The effe& produced by the divine agency in hardening 
the hearts of finners, demonttrates that there is no compulfion m 
it. The effect produced is a free, voluntary choice. God 
makes them choofe to act in the very manner in which they do 
in all cafes aé&t. . We have an account of many whom God ac- 
tually hardened ; and all appear to have aéted freely and vol- 
untarily under the divine agency. Jofeph’s brethren chofe to 
act in the moft unfeeling and cruel manner, when, according to 
the divine prediction and under the divine influence, they threw 
him into a pit, and fold him into Egypt. Pharaeh, whom God | 
a&ually hardened, and whom the apoftle refers to in the paf- 
faze under confideration, chofe to difbelieve the miracles of Mo- 
fes, and difobey the exprefs commands of God. The heathen 
nations, whofe hearts were hardened, chofe to come out in bat- 
tle againft Ifrael, by whom they were deftroyed. Judas chofe 
to betray Chrift for thirty pieces of filver, though he was fore- 
warned of his certain pérdition. And the Jews, whofe eyes 
were blinded and whofe hearts were hardened, chofe to crucify 
the Lord of glory, and reje& the counfel of God againft them- 
felves. In all thefe inftances of God’s hardening the hearts of 
finners, the effect produced was a free, voluntary choice. He 
made them choofe to act as they did, and as there was no refift- 
ance on their part, fo there was no compulfion on his. Com- 
pulfion always implies refiftance on the part of the perfon com- 
pelled. Jofeph was compelled to go into Egypt, becaufe he 
did all he could to refift the overbearing power of his breth- 
ren; but Ged did not compel them to turn a deaf ear to all 
his cries and entreaties, becaufe they chofe to gratify their mal- 
ice and revenge. So, finners are never compelled to fin by the 
divine operation upon their hearts, becaufe the divine operation 
makes them willing to fin. It implies a plain contradiction to 
fuppofe, that finners endeavour to refift that power or will of 
God, by which they are made willing to do evil. If this were 
poffible, then it would be poffible for God to compel them to 
fin: but itis not poffible, that they fhould oppofe the power 
which makes them willing to aé, and therefore it ts not poflible, 
that God fhould, in any cafe, compel them to aé&t. Hence they 
have no caufe or right to afk, * Why doth he yet find fault ? 
for who hath refifted his will?’ Did they really defire and en- 
deavour to refift his will in hardening their hearts, they might 
indeed with great propriety make this demand ; but fince they 
always cheerfully comply with his will in hardening their hearts, 
they have no ground to complain of him, though they have. good 
reafon to condemn themfelves. Accordingly we find, that — 
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who were hardened, did freely acknowledge their own criminali- 
ty. Jofeph’s brethren {aid one to another, “ We are verily guilty 
concerning our brother, in that we faw the anguifh of his foul, 
when he befought us; and we would not hear.” When Phara- 


oh had called for Mofes and Aaron in hatte, he faid, “7 have 


finned againft the Lord your God, and againft you.” And again 


he faid, * J have finned this time: the Lord is righteous, and L 
and my people are wicked.” And Judas the fon of perdition 
freely acknowledged the criminality of what he had done under 
the influence of his hardened heart. “ ‘Then: Judas, who be- 
trayed him, when he faw that he was condesnned, repented him- 
Jelf, and brought avain the thirty pieces of filver to ,the chief 
priefts and elders, iaying, J have finned, in that I have betrayed 
innocent blood.” Thus the confcience of every hardened fin- 
ner will fooner or Jater condemn him for his own hardnefs of 
héart. The reafon is, he is willing to be hardened. If finners 
really wifhed, defired, and endeavoured to counteract the divine 
influence by which they are hardened, then the fault would fall 
upon God, and not upon themfelves. But this is never the cafe, 
and of confequence, they are as juftly to be blamed and punifh- 
ed, as if they finned independently of God. The divine in- 
fluence on their hearts does nothing but make them willing to 
ac, and it is their willingnefs to a, which alone conftitutes 
their guilt. Their choice is their fault, and this choice God 
charges upon them, and they have no right to charge it upon 
him. Their fole objeétion againft the divine agency is, that 
God compels them to fin, but this objection has no foundation in 
nature, and therefore they are altogether criminal for the hard- 
pasar of their hearts. This will further appear, if it be confid- 
ered, 

4. That finners are confcious to themfelves, that God does 
not harden their hearts by compulfion, becaufe they neither feel 
his operatioa, nor any voluntary oppofition to it. Whenever 
men are under compulfion, they feel the power that compels 
them, and their own defire and inability to overcome that pow- 
er. Sampifon, after he had loft his locks, was compelled to be 
bound ; and he felt the power of thofe who bound him, but 
found himielf unable to overcome it. This holds true in all 
cafes of compulfion. The perfon compelled feels a power, 
which he endeavours, but cannot overcome. If finners, there- 
fore, were compelled to be hardened by the divine operation up- 
on their hearts, they would neceffarily feel both the power that 
operates upon them, and their own endeavour and inability to 
oppofe and overcome that power. But do they ever feel either 


, of theie things? Did Judas feel the divine influence upon his 


heart, or,any oppofition to that influence? All that he felt was 
a willingnefs to betray Chrift for thirty pieces of filver. Did 
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Pharaoh feel the power that hardened his heart, or any defire to 
refift it? All that he felt was a ftrong and voluntary propenfity 
to deltroy the people of God. And it is as true now as ever it 
was, that finners do not feel, nor oppofe that divine influence, 
by which they are hardened. “They feel themfelves entirely 
free and voluntary as to all their internal affeétions and exter- 
nal conduét. But if God actually hardened their hearts by 
compulfion, they would naturally feel a ftruggle and oppofition 
to his hardening influence. They would be confcious of. his 
influence, and confcious of their own exertions to overcome his 
influence. And fince they never do have this confcioufnefs, 
they know that there is no ground for their objection, that he 
compels them to fin. ‘They know that they rever felt his power 
operating upon their hearts, and that they never felt any on- 
pofition to a power they never felt. They know, therefore, by ’ 
their own conftant experience, which is the higheft kind of 
knowledge, that God never does compel them to fin, and that 
their only plaufible objection againft his hardening their hearts, 
is abfolutely groundlefs. 

Now, if God can both foften and harden the hearts of men, 
without compulfion, or the leaft obftruction to their moral agency ; 
then there is no room for the fuppofition of a /e/f determining 
power in moral agents, which Arminians maintain, and upoa 
which they build their whole fyftem. This obfervation may be 
illuftrated and confirmed by the remarks of Monfieur Bayte, 
one of the moft ingenious and learned men that France ever 
produced. In his life of Arminius, fpeaking of his contro- 
verfy with the Calvinilts, he obferves, “ Jt were to be wifbed that 
be had made a better ufe of his knowledge.” To this he fubjoins 
the following note, which is extremely luminous. 

“I mean, that he had governed himfelf by St. Paul’s rule. 
That great apoftle, infpired by God, and immediately directed 
by the Holy Ghoft in all his writings, raifed to himfelf the ob- 
jection which natural light forms againft the doétrine of abfo- 
lute predeftination ; he apprehended all the force of the objec- 
tion ; he propofes it without weakening it in the leat. God hath 
mercy on whom he will have mercy, and whom he will he hardenceth. 
This is St. Paul’s doétrine, and fee here the difficulty which he 
ftarts upon it. ‘ Thou wilt fay then unto me, Why doth he yet find 
fault? For who hath refifted his will?” ‘This objection cannot be 
pufhed further: Twenty pages of the fubtileft Molinift could add 
nothing to it. What could they infer from it more than that 
in Calvin’s hypothefis, God will have men to fin? Now this is 
what St. Paul knew could be objected againft him. But what 
does he anfwer ? Does he feek for diftinétions and molifications ? 
Does he deny the fact? Does he in part only? Does he en- 
ter into any particulars? Does he remove any equivoeations e 
the 
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the words? Nothing of all this; he only alleges the fovereign 
power of God, and the fupreme right which the Creator has 
to difpofe of his creatures as it feems good to him. Nay, duit 
O man, who art theu that replieft againft God? Shallthe thing form- 
ed fay to him that formed it, Why haft thou made me thus? All 
Chriftians ought to receive a definitive fentence here ; a judg- 
ment final and without appeal, in the difpute about grace ; or 
rather they ought to learn by this condnét of St. Paul, never to 
difpute about predeftination, and at the firft motion to oppofe 
it in bar againft all fubtilties of human wit, whether they offer 
of themlefves, while they are meditating on that great fubject, 
or whether another fuggefts them. The beft and fhorteft way 
is, to oppofe this flrong bank betimes againft the inundations of 
arguments, and confider the definite fentence of St. Paul, as 
thofe immovable rocks, whofe foundation is in the midft of the 
fea, againft which the proudeft billows cannot prevail, but turn 
to froth, and dafh and break themfelves upon them in vain. 
Ifever it be fafe to give the .mind fome exercife on points of 
this kind, at leaft we ought to found a retreat betimes and re- 
. tire behind the bank I fpoke of. Had Arminius acted thus, as 
often as his reafon fuggefted to him difficulties ; zainft the hy- 
pothefis of the reformers, or at all times when he found himfelf 
called to anfwer any difputants, he would have taken a per- 
feétly wife and apoftolic courfe, and made ufe of the lights of 
his underftanding juft as he ought to have done. Arminius was 
no way preffed to oppofe the common doétrine, he did not be- 
lieve. that any one run the hazard of falvation by following 
the hypothefts of Calvin. . Let us fee another circumftance by. 
which he rendered himfelf inexcufable. Toa fyftem full of 
great difficulties, he fubftituted another fyftem, which, to fpeak 
truly, draws after it no lefs difficulties than the former. One 
may fay of this doctrine what I have faid of the innovations of 
Saumur. It is more vehement and lefs conftrained than the 
opinion of Mr. Amyraut, but after all, it is no better than a 
palliative remedy ; for the Arminians have foon anfwered fome 
objections, which, as they pretend, cannot be refuted on Cal- 
vin’s fyftem ; but they find themfelves expofed to other dif_i- 


culties, which they cannot get clear of but by a fincere acknowl . 


edgment of the infirmity of the human mind, and the confid- 
eration of the incomprehenfible infinity of God. And was it 
worth while to contradié Calvin for this? Ought he to have 
been fo very delicate in the beginning, feeing in the end he mutt 
have recourfe to fuch an afylum ? Why might he not as well 
begin with it, fince he was doomed to come to it foon or late? 
He is miftaken who imagines, that after having entered the lifts 
with a great difputant, he will be allowed to triumph only be- 
caufe he had gained fome advantage over him at beginning. 
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A wreftler, who fhould outrun his adverfary three parts or more 
of the race, does not win the crown, unlefs he preferves his ad- 
vantage to the end of the courfe. It is the fame in controver- 
fies ; it is not fufficient to parry the firft thrufts. The gseplies 
and the rejoinders muft all be fatisfied, till every doubt is per- 
fectly cleared. Nor this is what the hypothefis of Arminius, 
nor that of the Molinifts, nor that of the Socinians, is able to do. 
The fyftem of the Arrhinians is only fg to obtain fome advantages 
jn thofe preludes of the combat in waich the forlorn hope is de- 
tached to fkirmifh ; but when it comes to a general and deci- 
five battle itis forced to retire, as well as to reft behind the in- 


comprehenfible myftery.” 3 PHILONOUS, 








OBSERVATIONS ON JEREMIAH XVII. g, 
“ The heart is dusted above all things, and de/per ately wicked 3 


who can know it 2”? 


No. 1X, 
( Continued from page 417.) 


N this number remarks will be made on the deceitfulnefs of 
the human heart, with relation to error in judgment or 
{peculation, in things of a religious nature ; and fuch condud 
as refults from, or ftands connetted' with it. May the Fountain 
of all wifdom lead us to the knowledge of truth and to a fuita- 
ble improvement of it! ~ 
It is admitted by all, that fince man is in a depraved ftate, 
he is liable to form incorrect and erroneous opinions, with refpe@ 
to religious fubjects. But as the idea of criminality or defert of 
blame, as attacked to fuch errors, and the conduét, which re- 
fults from them, is very ungrateful and irkfome to Wicked men, 
they are led to devife and employ pleas and excufes, to vindi- 
cate the innocence of error, both of fentiment and practice. — 
Their general plea may be thus ftated. “ If we really be- 
lieve that we form corre& fentiments concerning the divine 
character, law and government ; the nature of duty and moral 
and religious fubjeéts in general, thefe fentiments, although they 
may be incorreét and wrong, yet with refpect to ourfelves, they 
mutt be right in this fenfe, that they cannot be imputed to us as 
finfel. _ God, who knows our ignorance and weaknefs, can 
never be fuppofed to blame and condemn us for errors in fenti- 
ment or {peculation, and efpecially, if we have made it our ob- 
ject 
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what Cod requires. He .equives us to believe them in their 4 
true and definite tenfe. He requires us to believe in his exift- : 


ence and the perfections of his exiftence, agreeably to the true 
senfe in which they are revealed. Thus he requires us to be- 


lieve concerning his law and government ; concerning Jefus 
Chriit, his goipel, and the method of falvation by him ; and . 
concerning the precepts and inftitutions of his religion. Can it 


reafonably be queltioned that God requires us thus to believe 
in thefe things or according to the real fenfe in which-they were 
written, by holy men, as they were moved by the Holy Ghoft ? 
Can it with any propriety be urged that God allows us to be- 
lieve in, or to underitand them, in any other fenfe than their true 
fenfe ? Were God to allow us to believe in, and underftand the 
great truths contained in the Bible, in a fenfe oppofite to, or dif- 
ferent from their real meaning, we fhould have no certain and 
infallible ttandard of faith and pradtice. Any revealed dottrine 
might be true, or not true, according as weak and ignorant 
| men might pleafe to believe, or not believe, concerning it. 
q Surely then, it cannot reafonably admit of controverfy, that 
iP, God does, indeed, require us to believe in the truths of revela- 
tion, in conformity with their juft and proper meaning. It , 
} mult be evident, therefore, to every confiderate and reflecting ; 
J mind, that erroneous fentiments concerning duty and divine , 
truths, conttitute difobedience to the command of God, and : 
rebellion againit his authority: and of courfe are inexcufably : 
ie! finful. Nor is it lefs evident that this is the cafe, with refpe& 
| to all thofe erroneous practices, which refult frora fuch fenti- 
ments. 

2. The holy fcriptures, or the truths which God requires us 
to believe and reduce to practice, are exprefled with fufficient 
plainnefs and perfpicuity to be underftood. However there are, 
fome things in the Bible hard to be underftood ; and however 
there may be fome things which God does not defign nor require 
H that we thould clearly underftand, at prefent, yet, all thofe truths, 
contained in the facred volume, which are of a prattical nature, ‘ 
i and of im\portance to be clearly underftood, are fo plainly expref- f 
ia fed, that every ferious inquirer may compréhend their meaning. . 

Indeed, the very idea of revelation, is, that things are made 
+ known or manifeft. Befides, we have divine promife, that the 
: meek fhall be guided in judgment ; that if any man will do the 
will of God, he fhald know of doétrines, diftinguifh truth from 
error ; and that whofoever feeketh, fhall find. Every honeft 
‘ inquirer will find and know the truth. No fuch inquirer ever 
4 failed of defirable fuccefS. Itis evident, then, that errors re- 

: fpecting duty and religious fubjeéts in general, and the attend- 
ant errors in practice, be the ignorance from which they orig- 
nate ever fo great, are inexcufably finful. 
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3. Errors in judgment refpecting duty and divine truths in 
general, originate from a criminal fource, blindnefs, er finful de- 
pravity ofheart. Were it not for the wickednefs or deceit of the 
heart, the underftanding would be luminous, and the decifions of 
the judgment correct. In heaven,the bleffed inhabitants fee eye to 
eye. There is no jarring or difcord in their views and fentiments. 
Perfe& union and harmony exift among them. And would not 
this be the happy cafe with the rational inhabitants of the earth, 
were it not for their finful depravity ? What reafon can be af- 
figned why-it fhould not? The true fource of unbelief and er- 
ror in religion, with relation to the héad, is infidelity and error 
of heart. Agreeably the Gentiles are reprefented as “ hav- 
ing the underftanding darkened, being alienated from the life 
of God, through the ignorance that is in them, becaufe of the 
blindnefs of their heart.”” From this fame finful caufe it was, 
that they became fools, in their: underftanding, with refpeé to 
duty and fubjects of religion in general ; and they evinced their 
folly by “changing the glory of the incorruptible God into 
an image made like unto corruptible man, and to birds, and four- 
footed beafts, and creeping things.”? And from this caufe alfo 
it was, that they “changed the truth of God into a lie, and 
worfhipped and ferved the creature.” The darknefs or wick- 
ednefs of their hearts led them to form the moft unworthy, dif- 
honourable and degrading fentiments with refpect to the glo- 
rious Majefty of Heaven, and with refpe& to their duty to him. 
And their conduct thence refulting was abfurd, impious and 
abominable in the higheft degree. Such, in general, is the 
character of the heathen world at the prefent day. And may 
it not be added, that numerous and very great errors with re- 
{pect to duty and religious fubjects in general, exift in the Chrif- 
tian world, which are to be traced up to finful depravity of 
heart, as the original caufe ; and which are accompanied with 
many and thocking deeds of darknefs. But are all thefe er- 
rors, in fentiment and praétice, things of a blamelefs nature ? 
Are they chargeable with little or no guilt? So long as they 
{tand connected with, or arife from a heart deceitful above all 
things and defperately wicked, their criminality muft be very 
great, and “ {tand confett.” 

A. That error in fentiment, and the praétice which accompa- 
nies it, however great the ignorance may be from which they 
fpring, are inexcufably criminal, of extremely dangerous ten- 
dency, and deftructive in their confequences, ts evident from ex- 
prefs Bible teftimony. By this we are certified that thefe were 
thofe to whom God would fend, on account of the finfulgefs of 
their hearts, * {trong delufion, that they fhould believe a lie, 
that they all might be damned who believed not the truth ;” 
that thefe are “ damnable herefies,” and that “there is a way 
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which feemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways 
of death.” Are the/e declarations compatible with the idea, that 
error in religions fentiment is either blamelefs or fafe? Do 
they not rather evidently imply, that fuch error is very highly 
criminal ; that it may be, and indeed, fometimes, if not often 
is deftrustive to the foul in its confequences? Should the un- 
happy perions, under the deftructive delufion, as above ftated, 
plead that they verily thought that their belief was according 
to truth, and therefore that they ought not to be blamed and 
condemned on jaccount of it, would this plea be available ? 
would it meet the divine acceptance? Surely not. O holy 
God! how juft and righteous; yet how awful muft be their 
condemnation ! 

Our Saviour, a little previous to his crucifixion, thought fit 
to Jet his difciples know what were the trials and fufferings to 
which they would be expofed, and which they would realize m 
the courfe of their minittry. He affured them that they mutt, 
ina fhort time, drink the cup, which he was about to drink, 
or that they mutt fuffer martyrdom for their religion. And 
fuch, he informed them, would be the blind zeal and infatua- 
tion of their murderers, that they would think they were doing 
God fervice, by their murderous and horrid condué. But 1s 
it to be admitted that their conclufion was juft ? Can it reafon- 
ably be urged, that in putting to a cruel and ignominious 
death, thofe holy men, thofe bleffed heralds of the gofpel, they 
rendered to God an acceptable fervice ? Not ae ae they 
believed that this was the cafe, it muft be the verdict of every 
impartial and confiderate mind, that their conduct was highly 
finful, and abhorrent in the view of the all holy God. Who- 
foever toucheth his children, to harm them, “ toucheth the ap- 
ple of his eye.’”” ‘Their condué& can admit of no excufe. Nor 
was Saul of Tarfus excufable for his bigotry and perfecution 
of the church of Chrift. Although, while he was engaged in 
profecuting that work of cruelty and of darknefs, he verily 
thought he was doing right ; kept a confcience void of offence, 
and cherifhcd a hope of | heaven, which ** was firm and bright,” 
yet, no fooner did the commandment come, than fin revived 
and he died. No fooner was God pleafed to open his eyes and 
faften conviction of truth upon his mind, than he faw himfelf 
to be unipeakably vile and abominable on account of that con- 
duct, which he had, before, efteemed laudable and meritorious. 
He faw himfelf condemned, and jultly condemned; and all his 
flattering hopes and fanguine expectations forfook him. After 
his convertion to the Chriftian faith, inftead of juftifying his 
conduct, we find him {peaking of himftelf as the leaft of all 
faints, and as unworthy to be an apoftle of Chrift, becaufe he 
had wickedly perfecuted his church. : 

The 
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The paflage of {cripture, (Prov. xxiii. 7.) whigh is often urg- 
ed in vindication of error in judgment with refpeé to religious 
fubjedts, is fo far from favouring - fentiment, for which it is 
adduced, as dire étby to oppofe it.» “As he thinketh inf his 
heart fo is he.” This paflage, infteuld of proving that a man 
is really right when he thinks himfelf to be fo, is evidently de- 
figned to convey the idea, that when the thoughts or Jentiments of 
a man’s heart are wrong, he is a bad or finful charafter. The im- 
mediate context of this paflage very ciearly illuftrates and con- 
firms this idea. Of this, it is prefumed, the reader muft,be con- 
vinced, by carefully attending to the paflage, with its connexion. 

The plea refpecting conicience, asa judge of wrong, &c, 
is very far from being correét, and the reafonings from it very 
far from being conclufive. Confcience, indeed, when rightly 
informed, will a@ as an impartial monitor, and approve or dil- 
approve our condu@, either as it is right or wrong, holy or fin- 
ful. But how often is this faculty, through the deceitfulnefs 
and depravity of the heart, mifguided, fo as to become a dan- 
gerous, inftead of a fafe and fure guide and arbiter of action? 
Agreeably we read of a defiled and feared conicience. Al- 
though St. Paul, while perfecuting the church of Chrift, kept 
a confcience void of offence ; although it did not reproach 
him for his infamous and abominable condu¢t, yet, he as really 
acted a criminal part, as if confcience had been awake to re- 
prove him. If his criminality were not /é great, it Was never- 
thelefs as real. in numberlefs initances, it is apprehended, 
wicked men experience no check or rebuke of conicience, while 
they are doing the things, which are not lawful and right; 
but have its approbation. However true it may be, that we 
fhould always do wrong in acting in oppoftion to the dictates of 
conicience, yet it may be, and it is prefumed that it often is 
the cafe, that we act a criminal part, when we /o/lew its dic- 
tates. Man is blamable for regulating his conduét according 
to the dictates of an erroneous or mifguided con{cience, becaufe 
fuch a conicience is the refult of depravity or wickednefs of 


heart, which, in its nature, is vqluntary. Errors are never ex- 


culable, when they originate from this fource. 


- 





How unhappy, how dangerous is the condition of wicked 
men! Their deceitful and wicked hearts are continually fe- 
ducing them into errors, as dang¢érous as they are flattering. 
How often is it the cafe, that they cherifh the fond belief, they 
are, in a fpiritual view, rich, and increafed in goods, & ftand in 
need of nothing ; when they are poor, & wretched, & diftitute, & 
ftand in need of all. things! How often is it the cafe, that they pof- 
fefs more knowledge and wifdom in their own conceit than 
{even men, who can render a reafon, when they ftand in need 
of 
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of being inftructed in the.firft principles of the oracles of God ! 
How often is it the cafe, that they think they are doing 
very well, when they are doing exceedingly ill; and that 
they are in the ark of fecurity, when they make lies their ref- 
uge; and cry peace and fafety, when awful deftruction is but 
juft before them! 

O the unhappy and perilous fituation of the ungodly ! They 
have no fecurity from the moft dangerous and deftrudtive er- 
rors, while they remain in a fecure and impenitent flate. Al- 
though* God has promifed to preferve his children from fuch 
errors, he has made no fuch promife to the wicked. They 
are, therefore, con{tantly liable to run into all the mazes of er- 
ror, and to become fubjeét to fuch ftrong delufions, as to believe 
a lie, and to realize the dreadful confequence of it. Nor is 
their ftate lefs criminal than it is dangerous and unhappy. All 
their errors and delufions, with refpeé&t to duty and divine 
things in general, are highly and inexcufably criminal; and 
for all their errors in belief as well as praétice, they are ac- 
countable to the Judge of all. Alarming, dreadful condition 
of felf-deceivers! dying in their prefent condition, how awful 
muft be their difappointment ! Is not this a confideration fuffi- 
cient to make us tremble, and to lead us with folicitude and 
fervour, to cry, “ Search me, O God, and know my heart! try 
me, and know my thoughts ; ; and fee if there be any wicked 
way in me, and lead me in the way everlafting.” 

As there is no fafety from deftructive error in fentiment and 
practice, but by fecuring the friendfhip and guidance of the 
God of wifdom and of faithfulnefs, let the finner be perfuaded 
immediately to fecure his friendfhip and guidance, by confe- 
crating himfelf, body and foul, to his fervice. Let none plead 
ignorance as an excufe for negle¢t of this important and necef- 
fary duty. Vain will be every plea or excufe refpecting this 
fabjedt; for God has clearly pointed out to us, what he would 
have us to do, to fecure his fpecial favour and all the happy 
confequences of it. Nothing but wilful blindnefs will prevent 
our feeing and underftanding what it is that the Lord our God 
requireth of us; and nothing but this will prevent our com- 

liance with his requirement. If we underftand not, and are 
not fatisfied with what Gad has revealed to us, as our duty, noth- 

ing that men can fay, will be Likely to make us underftand, or 
give us {atisfaction. 

O thou ! who commandeft the light to fhine out of dark- 
nefs, be pleafed mercifully to illuminate the darkened under- 
ftandings of finners, and to fhine into their hearts, to give 
them the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the 
face of Jefus Chrift, _ SILAS. 
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ON CONFERENCE MEETINGS. 


‘HAT the exercifes of religion are pleafing to fome and 
difpleafing to others is a fac. That this difference of 
moral tafte fhould lead to different opinions about the propri- 
ety and defirablenefs of frequently engaging in the duties of 
religion, is not at all wonderful. Chriftians, who love the ex- 
ercifes of religion, and have been accultomed to meet for con- 
ference and prayer, can teftify to the pleafure and- utility of 
fuch meetings. Happy are the faints, while with brotherly af- 
fection they converfe together upon the -intercfling things of 
eternity, fing the praifes of their Redeemer, and with one heart 
and one voice fupplicate the throne of grace. 

Their hearts burn. with benevolent affection and delight, 
while their tongues {peak of the great things of God’s king- 
dom. ‘That fuch employments are defirable, no Chriftian can 
have the leaft doubt. ‘To prove the propriety and importance 
of conference meetings would be unneceflary, were not the op- 
pofition to them fo ftrong in fome places, as to prevail with {e- 
rious people, who have not been accultomed to them, ftill to 
neglect them. ‘The oppofition here mentioned is not peculiar 
to profeffed Deifts, the immoral and profane; it is often man- 
ifefted by formal profeffors, and, with forrow be it fpoken, by 
many public teachers of religion. Oppofition from fuch a 
quarter chills the affections, and difcourages the pious attempts 
of the friends of religion, who always affociate the idea of the 
minifterial office with cordial, judicious friendfhip to the caufe 
of the Redeemer. But even in places, where oppofition from 
fuch charagers is felt, it is of great importance, as we hope 
to prove, that the few friends of Chrift frequently meet for 
prayer and religious converfation. ‘lo Chriftians in general, 
and to thofe in particular, who are much expofed to the oppo- 
fition of carnal profeflors, the following remarks are with af- 
fection addreffed : 

1. From the nature of religion, and from the prattice of the 
faints, occafional meetings for focial worfhip, prayer and con- 
ference, evidently appear proper; and proper too, notwith- 
ftanding any fuppofable oppofition from thofe, who ridicule 
religious affections. They are proper becaufe religion is of a 
focial nature, and very much confilts in the fincere and mutual 
expreflions of benevolent affection. It is proper for Chriftians 
to ** fpeak of the glorious honour of God’s majelty and talk of 
all his wondrous works.” It is proper for them to meet for 
this purpofe, that they may “ fhew forth from day to day his 
falvation.” It is proper for them in this refpeét to imitate the 
ancient faints ; for “they that feared the Lord fpake often pne 
to 
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to another, and the Lord hearkened and heard it, and a book 
of remembrance was written before him for them who feared 
the Lord and thought upon his name.” ‘ Give thanks unto 
the Lord, call upon his name, make known his deeds among the 
people; fing pfalms unto him; talk ye of all his wondrous 
works. Glory ye in his holy name: let the heart of them re- 
joice that feek the Lord.” “TI will praife thee, O Lord, with 
all my heart; I will /bew forth all thy marvellous works. I 
will extol thee, my God, O King, I will declare thy greatnefs. 
And all men” (if they do their duty) “ fhall abundantly utter 
the memory of thy great goodnefs. O that men would praife 
the Lord for his goodnefs, and for his wonderful works to the 
children of men.” Thefe paffages, and many more like them, 
not only evince the propriety of frequent Chriftian converfation, 
focial prayer and praife, but very ftrongly imply the obliga- 
tions, Chriftians are under, often unitedly to engage in them. 

But, 2. In the tenth of Hebrews the apoftle direéts—*“ And 
let us confider one another, to provoke unto love and good 
works; not forfaking the affembling of ourfelves together as 
the manner of fome is, but exhorting one another, and fo much 
the more as ye fee the day approaching.”” From the command 
here to exhort one another, it is evident, that the apoftle has 
not reference in this paflage to public worfhip. The text is 
too plain to need a comment. In the 3d chapter of the fame 
epiflle Chriftians are required to “exhort one another daily, 
while it is called to-day.”’ In the 3d‘chapter of Coloffians the 
fame duty in fubftance is enjoined. . “ Let the word of Chrift 
dwell in you richly in all wifdom, teaching and admonifhing 
one another in pfalms, and hymns, and {piritual fongs, finging 
with grace in your hearts unto the Lord.” The faints have 
the promife of Chrift’s fpecial prefence, when they meet for his 
worthip. ‘* Where two or three are gathered together in my 
name, there am I in the midft,” fays our blefled Saviour. 
Where is the true Chriftian, who does not defire an interview 
with his glorious Redeemer ? 

3. Itis not eafy to conceive how Chriftians can glorify their 
heavenly Father, while they negle&t fuch meetings. For Chrif- 
tians to be active in glorifying God, is to let their light fhine in 
the view of others. To be confcious themfelves only, that they 
have the true light, is like lighting a candle and putting it un- 
der a bufhel, and not on a candleftick. The glory of God is 
in an important fenfe committed to the care of Chriftians, 
Upon their fidelity it depends whether it fhine or not. Do 
they appear delighted with his fervice, engaged openly and 
boldly: in his caufe, and more pleafed with the company of 
zealous Chriftians than with any other? Then it is eafy to fee, 


they glorify God; for they then implicitly declare, that the be- 
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ing, charaéter, honour and fervice of God are higher in their 
eftimation, than any other obje@ or purfuit. And to be thus 
diftinguifhed from the world is the on/y way, in which they can 
be active in promoting the divine glory. If they are barely 
punttilious in attending public worthip, and in difcharging the 
common duties of humanity, while they treat other meetings 
for focial worfhip and religious improvement with averfion 
or neglect, there will be room for the queftion, What do ye 
more than others? “ What need is there of religion? can’t we 
be good members of fociety without it?’ The faints can give 
a practical anfwer to this infidel queftion only by coming out 
from the world, and being feparate, not in their common bufi- 
nets, their food, and their drefs; but in their affections, in their 
joys, and in the objeéts of their purfuit. Let them glorify God 
by making it appear from their lives, that his religion is a re- 
ality, a pra@tical principle, as different from all the theories of 
human invention, as light is from darknefs. Let them fhow to 
the world, that they efteem the divine glory above worldly 
honour, eafe, or affluence; or let them ceafe to aflume the 
name of Chriltians. 

4. Religious meetings for conference are important as a 
mean for the conviction and falvation of finners, and more im- 
portant in proportion as other means are lefs enjoyed, which is 
generally the cafe where conferences are moft oppofed. Noth- 
ing has a more direét and fuccefsful tendency to alarm and con- 
vince the unregenerate, than for them to fee the fatisfaction and 
engagednefs of Chriftians in the truths and employments of 
religion. In this way the cavils of many Deifts have been fi- 
lenced, and many thoughtlefs fouls brought to a fenfe of their 
danger. That fuch meetings are peculiarly calculated to 
awaken and alarm the wicked, is very evident from their ftrong 
and virulent oppofition to them. When they fee Chriftians 
thus engaged with fo much feeming fatisfaction, they feel, that 
there is an effential difference between the relifh of their hearts, 
and that of the faints. This fuggefts to them, that they can 
never be happy without a change of heart. They then feel, 
that the fame heaven, which gratifies a Chriftian, would be 
tirefome and intolerable to them. Hence Chriftians, in fre- 
quently meeting to engage in the worfhip of God, give formal 
profeffors and all other claffes of the wicked, loud and praétical 
warning of their guilt and their danger. And this warning is 
often thus underitood ; and on this account it is eminently 
ufeful and important to awaken and fave perifhing fouls. O 
Chriftians, who know “the terror of the Lord,” let your con- 
duct at leaft “ perfuade men.” 

_ 5+ Nearly conne&ted with the two preceding confiderations 
is the general profperity of religion; to promote which, con- 
ference 
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ference and prayer meetings have been fingularly beneficial. 
For, befide their tendency to infpire a general fpirit of inquiry, 
they are fuited to keep alive and increafe ferious impreflions, 
where they are begun. Many, it is prefumed, even in places, 
where religious affections are generally defpifed, have fome ap- 
prehenfions of their danger. Such awakenings, it is feared, 
often prove like the ieed by the way fide, for want of 
Chriftian affiftance and direétion. | 

The writer of thefe remarks knows, by experience, how difa- 
greeable it is to be under fuch exercifes without knowing te 
whom he might apply for direction or advice, and indeed with- 
out knowing that others had fimilar exercifes. Though God 
is the only and fovereign Agent in awakening and converting 
finners, yet the ufe of means is adopted into his plan of opera- 
tion. In an important fenfe the want of proper means occa. 
fions the lofs of many fouls, But religious meetings, where 
doctrinal and practical fubjects are freely and teaderly difcuff- 
ed, have a happy tendency to encourage ferioufnefs, cherith 
convictions, and fix in the mind a deep fenfe of eternal reali- 
ties. Farther, as the profperity of religion depends entirely 
on the holy will of God, great is the encouragement for Chrif- 
tians unitedly to fupplicate his interpofition in its favour. 
“Ye that make mention of the Lord, keep not filence, and 
give him no reit, till he eftablifh, and till he make Jerufalem a> 
praife in the earth.” Saith Jehovah, ‘I faid not unto the feed 
of Jacob, Seek ye me in vain ;”’ but, “ Afk of me things to come 
concerning my fons, and concerning the work of my hands 
command ye me.” Thefe endearing, condefcending expref- 
jions afford Chriftians the greateft encouragement, and lay 
them under the moft folemn obligations to meet together fre- 
quently, and ftrive and pray for the f{pread of religion. 

6. The meetings under confideration have a natural and 
happy tendency to promote religious knowledge and religious 
affections among Chriftians. It is unneceflary to prove, thata 
frequent difcuflion of religious fubjects is the way to obtain 
a knowledge of them. Almoll as unueceflary is it to remark 
the importance of Chriftian knowledge in this age of licen- 
tiowf{nefs and infidelity. 

At fuch feafons of focial worfhip Chriftians can become ac- 
quainted with the fentiments, exercifes, views, trials, afflictions, 
and joys of each other. This acquaintance, befides directing 
them in the Chriftian life, will lead them to fympathile in each 
other’s afflictions, and participate in each other’s joys. In this 
way, as fellow travellers, they will mutually affift each other 
in the rugged journey of life. For the dear followers of Chrift 
often to unite in addrefling the /ame infinite Being for the 
fame bieflings, to join in finging the praifes of the fame Saviour, 
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to converfe upon the fame animating fubjects, and to be engag- 
ed: in the famey glorious caufe has the moft direé& and natural 
tendency'to unite them in fentiment and in the bonds of broth- 
erly love, animate their devotion, and encourage them to fight 
the good fight of faith. On the contrary, if Chriftians have 
little-or no intercourfe with each other, only in their worldly 
concerns, their religious affections will languifh, and the public 
worthip of God will commonly be to fuch, a cold, tirefome, un- 
interefting fervice. Let all the followers of the Lamb “ ftudy 
the things, which make for peace, and things whereby one may 
edify another.” . 

7. No folid objection can*be urged againft the lawfulnefs, 
propriety, and importance of conference meetings. It is in 
the viewof Chriftians, no objection to them, that Deifts, formal 
profeffors, and all the enemies of practical godlinefs diflike and 

them. -It is no excufe for Chriftians to neglect them, 
becaufe they are violently oppofed. The friendtfhip of the 
world is enmity with God.” “ He, that will live godly in 
Chrift Jefus, fhall fuffer perfecution.”? ‘The friends of Chrift 
muft expett,;) through much tribulation, to enter into the 
kingdom of heaven. Let not their hearts be troubled, neither 
let them be afraid. 

Chriftians. cannot excnfe themfelves in the negle& of fuch 
meetings, becaufe they are the occafion of much fin, or for fear 
they will caufe ether evils. They have been proved to bea 
duty; to perform which, belongs to Chriftians, leaving all the 
confequences with God. ‘ Behold, to obey is better than fac- 
rifice, and to hearken, than the fat of rams.”? Let Chri(tians 
take their place, and not aflume the prerogative of Divine 
Providence, | 

Nor can Chriftians lawfully negle& this important duty, 
and {fubftitute fome other in its place. One duty never in- 
terferes with another. Different duties are to attain differ- 
ent objects. © The Chriftian may not fpend all ‘his time in the 
field, nor in the clofet ; for this condu& would prevent him 
from watching over and exhorting his fellow Chiftians, which 
he may not negleét. ? 

- Let all, who love the Lord Jefus, boldly appear on his fide, 
openly efpoufe his caufe, and exhibit to the world, an example 
of the efficacy of that religion, which conftitutes the new heart. 
And let all, who feel uninterefted in the glory of the Redeem. 
ervahd the fpread of his caufe, no more deceive themfelves 
with the hope, that they are Chriftians. “ Every man’s work 
fhall-be made manifeft ; for the day thall declare it, becaufe it 
fhall be revealed by fire; and the fire fhall try every man’s 
work, of what fort it is.” : ADELPHUS. 
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CHARACTER OF THE AGREEABLE MINISTER. 


oe 


HE agreeable minifter in his public performances is con- 
cife. He does not weary the patience of his auditors 
with long prayers and long fermons. Inftead of detaining 
them the tedious fpace of an hour and an half or two hours, in 
his exercifes, he has the humanity and politenefs to difmifs them 
after a detention of forty minutes, or an sour at the fartheft. 

In addrefs, his manner and afpect are agreeable. In prayer, 
and in the delivery of his fermons, he puts on no airs of awful 
folemnity, but his utterance is gentle, mild, pleafant and charm- 
ing ; his periods are harmonious; his cadences foft and de- 
lightful, while a benignant and fweetly complacent fmile diffu- 
fes over, and plays upon the pliant features of his engaging 
countenance. . 

Nor is he lefs agreeable in matter, than in manner. In prayer, 
he makes choice of acceptable words and pleafing expreffions; 
fuch as will excite no unpleafant emotions in the mind, no fen- 
timents degrading to the dignity of human nature, no ideas to 
difturb the conicience, or wound the fenfibility and feelings of 
the heart ; but he happily choofes words and expreffions of an 
oppofite nature, tendency and effect; fuch as foothe and tran- 
quilize, tune all the affections of the heart to pleafing unifon 
and delightful harmony, and elevate the foul on the wings of 
complacent, cheerful and lively devotion, to that all good and 
gracious Being, who is the friend of men ; who with complacen- 
cy beholds his great family, and will have them ai// to be faved. 

In his difcourfes, he judicioufly avoids all abftrufe and intri- 
cate fubjects ; all controverted points in theology, and all 
fuch doctrines, as might occafion difturbance to, and among 
his hearers. He does not meet and addrefs his people on the 
Sabbath, as one commiflioned “ not to fend peace, but a fword ; 
to fet a man at variance againft his father, and the daughter 
againft her mother, and the daughter-in-law againft her moth- 
er-in-law.”” But fludying the things, which make for peace, he 
prudently, in his preaching, declines the ufe and application of 
fach hyperbolical, and highly figurative expreflions, as feem and 
only feem to reprefent man as “ {hapen in imiquity and conceiv- 
ed in fin ;”’ as being “ eftranged from the womb, and as going 
aftray as foon as he is born ;” as being fo depraved, in a natu- 
ral or unrenewed ftate, as that “ every imagination of the 
thoughts of his heart is only evil continually, and fully fet in 
him to do evil ;” as poffefling a mind, which is “ enmity againft 
God, which is not fubjecét to the law of God, neither indeed 

can be.” Nor will his complaijfance allow him to fuggeft the 
idea, 
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idea, that his hearers, either generally, or in any inftance, like 
the wicked Jews of old, are a brood “ of ferpents, a generation 
of vipers, & of their father the devil.”? Neither will his refinement 
and delicacy allow him to fhock the mind with the frightiul 
and terrific words, “hell, damnation, lake of fire,” &c. He 
carefully avoids invidious diltin&ion, in his public addrefles, be- 
tween faints and finners; and inftead of hurting the teelings of 
the latter, and difcouraging them in their laudable ufe of the 
means of grace, by telling them that “ God heareth not finners ;’ 
but that “ their thoughts, their -way, their facrifice, and even 
their prayers, are an ‘abomination and fin” in the pure eyes of 
the divine holinefs, he exhorts them in commen with faints to 
grow in grace, to cherifh all their good di/poft itions, to cultivate 
their virtuous afedions, and to make advances in every good at- 
tainment. Pofletling ideas of God, which are rational, honour- 
ary and attractive, he does not ‘defcribe him as a being of 
“vengeance and recompenfe, as a confuming fire, as angry 
with the wicked, as fetting his face againft them and dealing 
with them in fury ;” but reprefents him as a being, rich in mer- 
cy, as delighting m pardons; as not willing that any fhould 
peridh ; as beholding his frail and wandering creatures with 
eyes of indulgent complacency ; as pitying their weakneiles and in- 
firmities ; as eafily reconciled to them, and as difpofed to accept 
their fincere, though imperfect fervices. By reprefenting the 
divine character in this amiable, lovely and attractive manner, 
his hearers, inftead of viewing God with emotions of terror, 
view him with pleafing and delightful fenfations, efteem him 
as their father and friend, derive con/folation from his great and 
precious promifes, and confide in his taithfulnefs as a fure pledge 
of a happy life beyond the grave. Well acquainted with the 
nature and duties of Chriftianity, he delcribes them in fo ra- 
tional, juft and engaging a manner, as to charm the ear, delight 
the heart, and enfure obedience. Exhibited by him, in her lovely 
form and charming beauties, religion is divefted of fupertti- 
tion, enthufiafm and feverity ; and of every thing of a difa- 
greeable and repulfive nature, or difcordant with the def feel- 
ngs of the natural heart. ‘Thus exhibited in her native and al- 
luring beauty, fhe captivates every foul, and effectually recom- 
mends her injunctions to the practice of a//, Liberal and can- 
did in his fentiments, he impofes no Shibboleth upon thofe, who 
are defirous of making a public profeflion of religion, and of 
availing themfelves ot the privileges of the pofitive inftitutions 
of the gofpel. Whofoever will, may come. He extends the in- 
‘vitation to all. | Nor does he imprudently cenfurc, and 


otherwife difcipline any members of his church, nor encourage 


the practice, knowing that this would create uneafinels and 
difturbance, 
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difturbance. However fome of the members do not give 
quite fo good evidence of their faith in the gofpel, as could be 
defired, nor guite fo good evidence of a moral and religious life, 
as could be wifhed ; yet, for the fake of peace and Chriflian har- 
mony, he wifély judges that it is beft charitably to pafs over 
their imperfections, and leave them to judge for themfelves, 
and conduét as may appear right in their own eyes. With the 
innocent amufements of the card table, the aflembly room, the- 
atrical entertainments, &c. he does not interfere, unlefs by en- 
couraging a moderate indulgence of them, and civii/ly cautioning 
againit excefs. His liberality of fentiment leads him to think 
favourably of Fews, Mahometans and Pagans, as fair candidates 
for heaven, and with a laudable zeal and vehemence, to oppote 
every illiberal and contraéted theory, or {cheme of religion. 

Such is the charaéter of the agreeable miniiter in the pulpit ; 
and agreeable is the refult of the agreeable manner and matter of 
his public performances. His people, in general, are Chriffians 
by baptifm, and many of them by profefion. Happy in their 
friendfhip, he enjoys the liberal and /ubfantial effe&ts of it. 
While he thus imparts to them fpiritual things, they cheerfully 
and with an unfparing hand contribute to him of their carnal 
things. No religious controverfies and altercations arife among 
them, to their, or to his difturbance; no enthufiaftic freaks, no 
religious g/ooms and wild commotions, no difguftful canting, nor 
evening prayer meetings to carry on the works of darkne/s. 
Such unhappy and evil events never exift. But if at any time 
they begin to exift, care is taken to crop them in the bud. 

In his fervices on funeral occafions the agreeable minifter ac- 
quits himfelf agreeably. He confoles the mourners with the 
confideration that they have not to mourn, as thofe, who have 
no hope; that their deceafed relative and friend has efcaped 
from the pains and troubles of this life, and is now hopefully 
in a {tate of reft and peace; that their affliction is but a fatherly 
chaftifement, and defined for their beft and everlafting good ; 
and that they may joyfully hope that ere long they will meet 
the deceafed and all their pious friends, in ‘a better world and 
life, where the union will be unfpeakably joyful and endlefs. 
Thefe confoling fuggeftions are enforced and ftrengthened by 
the occafional prayer. 

In his vifits to the fick and dying, all the tender fympathies - 
of his foul are called into lively exercife. He kindly comforts 
them with the pleafing idea that their heavenly Father and Friend 
afflicts them for their good ; reminds them of their patt fober, 
regular and moral deportment, as a comforting ground for their 
hope in the rich mercy of God, and his gracious acceptance of 
them, fhould their ficknefs be unto death. But fhould their 
paft conduét have -been notorioufly abandoned and i ae 
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and they fhould manifeft much anxiety and diftrefs of mind, 
from an apprehenfion that the door of mercy is clofed againft 
them, and that their end will be deftruction, he will endeavour 
to feothe their troubled minds and afluage their anguifh by ex- 
hibiting to their view the infinite benevolence and boundlefs 
compafiion of God ; his love of finners, his willingnefs and abil- 
ity to fave the vileft of men at the eleventh hour; that his 
merciful ear is open to their cry ; that they mult look to him 
in prayer in the def manner they are able, and that he will hear 
and grant them an anfwer of peace. Thus, inflead of unfeel- 
ingly adding to their diltrefs, by reprefenting their fituation as 
' exceedingly dangerous; that their prayers will not be heard 
unlefs made with a renewed temper of heart ; that they are ab- 
folutely dependent on the fovereign mercy of God for a new 
heart, and that it is very uncertain whether he will give them 
fuch a heart ; that they juftly deferve the inflidion of everlatt- 
ing wrath ; that fhould this be their awful portion, it will be 
owing to themfelves, to their own voluntary perverfenels and 
oppofition to the method of falvation as exhibited @m the gof 
pel. Inftead of thus adding diftrefs to their already diftreiied 
minds, he adminilters the balm of confolation, animates them 
with hope, and infpires them with conjidence in the divine mercy. 

In his parochial and focial vifits, he 1s pleafani and facetious, and 
relates anecdotes in a molt agreeable and humourous manner. With 
much eafe and fluency he converfes on the common occurren- 
ces of life ; the domeftic affairs of the family ; on fafhions and 
amufements ; the concerns of the flate ; on foreign concerns 
and events, and on whatever fubjects appear to be moft intereft- 
ing and defirable to his people; but fubjects of religion, and 
efpecially thofe of an experimental nature, he but feldom if ev- 
er introduces, knowing that fuch fubjeéts tend to di/putation, 
Spiritual pride, and a train of evil confequences. 

On feltival occafions, fuch as weddings, he is exceedingly 
agreeable. Inftead of checking the innocent feilivity of the 
guetts, either by looks, or words, or actions, he gives it covn- 
tenance by his prefence, and, occafionally, by moving to tlie 
found of the viol and joining in the intricate mazes of the {por- 
tive dance. In this he attsa very canfiderate and prudent part ; 
for were he haftily to withdraw from the fcene, and, efpecially, 
with marks of difapprobation, he would incur their difpleafure. 
Befides, by uniting with them in innocent amufements, he will 
be likely to keep them from extravagance and exce/s; and a- 
bove all, by thus infinuating himfelf into their efteem and affec- 
tions, he will be in a fituation peculiarly favourable to recom- 
mend to their love and practice, a religion which is /ocial, cheer- 
ing, and rational ; areligion pleafing to their minds and congenial 
with the defires and feelings of their hearts. How much better is 
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it to conduct thus; thus to accommodate himfelf to the difpo- 
fition and views of all, that he might gain fome, and win MANY y 
than to conduct in fuch a manner, as to reprefent the benign 
religion of the gofpel as incompatible with the pleafures and amuje- 
ments of the world, and as poflefling fuch qualities, as none can 
love and cordially embrace, but the gloomy, the unfocial, and the 
auflere. 

Such is the charaéter of the agreeable minifter! How beau- 
tiful is the portrait! How charming the picture! Let us at- 


tentively furvey, and confider it well. Let us look upon it, and re- 
geive inflrudion. N E. 


-_——B a 





Messrs. Evitors, 


The above hafty fetches are refpe@fully fubmitted to the difpofal of 
your fuperior judgment ; fbould you judge it beft to publifh them in 
whole or in part, when the refult is known to the writer, he may be 
tnduced to furnifh for the Magazine, the charader of the faithful 
minificr. m Yours, with efteem and refpeét, 

THe AvuTuor. 
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DOMESTIC. 
EXTRACTS FROM REV. MR. CRAM’s JOURNAL. 





( Concluded from page 437.) 


Rae: 08, ODE twelve miles without paffing any houfe, 
. and without any refreihment exceptin 

a drink of water. I thought of the different Fenpsion | 
was in from what the people in Maflachufetts experienced on 
this Thankfgiving day. But I was under circumftances to 
realize the aitonifhing mercy of God. ‘There were four or 
five families in the neighbourhood where I lodged. I gave 
notice I was a Miflionary, and where I expeéted to lodge, but 
none came in to fee me. The woman of the houfe where lL 
lodged, embraced every opportunity to converfe with me on 
the things of religion. She embraced hopes of converfion 
many years ago, but was under great difadvantages about at- 
tending on religious inftruction ; if there was a meeting in the 
neighbourhood, fhe was not allowed to attend. Her hufband 
appeared, as he profefled, not to place any value on Chril- 
tianity. 

Came to the Scotch fettlement at the Big Spring, where I 


tarried till after the Sabbath. Preached to them from Deut. 


Vill. 
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vill. 1, &c. and Luke vi. 20. Since I firft vifited them, this 
fettlement has much inacreafed. It now confifts of about 43 
families. A church was lately gathered here, confilting of 
about 50 communicants. 

Saturday, vifited a houfe where a grand-daughter of Prefi- 
dent Edwards lives, She has diftinguifhing ideas of ,religion, 
and is confidered a pious perion. 

December 22, Lord’s day. Preached in Farmington at the 
Sulphur Springs from Heb. iii. 7, 8, 9. The hearers were 
compofed of different denominations. ‘The people in this fet- 
tlement are from different parts. ‘The moft wealthy are from 
Maryland. It was thought too late to have a fecond fermon, 
but I gave an exhortation, and particularly urged it upon them 
to labour to have a ftated place of preaching near thefe {prings, 
as numbers now and formerly, when I have preached in the 
vicinity, have fhewed a readinefs to attend on preaching. I 
was invited to lodge in Phelpftown, two miles and a half eaft. 
This family are Prefbyterians from Pennfylvania. They have 
experienced many difficulties from the laxnefs of the new fet- 
tlers in thefe parts. In the evening two families were togeth- 
er, and I laboured to inftruét them how to oppofe lax fenti- 
ments, and to fhow them what ufe they fhould make of 
the oppofition they experienced. One of Dr. Bellamy’s fermons 
on the wifdom of God in the permiflion of fin was read. 

Monday evening, read fome things from the Moral Repofi- 
tory, which I thought were calculated to gain the attention of 
youth; but two young men, who had come in, went into 
another room. Some of the youth of the houfe were attentive, 
and fhewed the advantage of early inftruction in the principles 
of religion. The young men, who came in, were engaged to 
promote a frolic. One wasa loofe charater; they were both 
from New England formerly. I fpake on the evil of frolic- 
ing. Many in thefe parts could not tell who was the firft fin- 
ner, and fome could not tell who made them. 

A woman fpake to me who ufed to keep a public houfe in 
Onondaga. She wifhed meto call at herhoufe. She has be- 
come a diftinguifhed member of the church, though formerly 
fhe faid fhe was hypocritical in her attention to minifters. 
Converfed with fome women ; one appeared much exercifed 
about her foul. 

Dec. 31. Came to Nine Mile Creek. Called at a public 
houfe, where the heads of the family are profeffors of religion. 
They were making preparation, young people and others, 
who had appointed to dance there that night. I fignified my 
readinefs to preach to them, but no place was found for preach- 
ing. 
1806, Jan. 1. While my horfe was fhoeing, converfed with 
a married perfon who had been at the ball laft night, who fzem- 
ed 
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ed fome affected with my remarks. Came on to Onondaga- 
holiow ;_ vifited the Epifcopalian Miffionary. He was decid- 
edly againft the amufements practifed at this feafon. This 
Miifonary had laboured te introduce himfelf to the Onondaga 
Indians, but had not been fuccefsful. One obferved they had 
fuch cbjeftions as thefe : the diforders which took place among 
whiie people, which were not known among Indians, fuch as 
drunkennefs, cheating; ftealing, running in debt, fighting, be- 
ing put in jails, ftate prifon, &c. 

‘Vhurfday morning had difcourfe with one who has embrac- 
ed hopes he was converted fince he came to this part of the 
country. 

Friday came onto Rev. Mr. Leonard’s, in Cazanavia. They 
have lately been engaged in this place in building a large and 
elegant meeting-houfe, which is nearly completed. ‘This is 
one of the molt flourithing villages in thefe weftern fettlements ; 
it was begun by foreigners from Holland. Mr. L. had great 
hopes from his exertions, and thought he could effeé the 
fame in other places had he opportunity. I ftated how many 
meeting-houfes were now ufed by fectaries in ;my native State. 
He thought they would yet be the means of obtaining true 
preaching. There are about 60 members in the church in this 
piace. : 

J Jan. 5. Lord’s day. I preached from Matth. xviii. 20. 
One was here from near Oneida Caftle; .converfed fome with 
him on Indian concerns, while the people were coming togeth- 
er. Made remarks to them from Pf. ii. After meeting con- 
‘verfed with a teacher of a fchool of decent addrefs, lately from 
Vermont, who advocated the univerfal reftoration of all creat- 
ed intelligences to happinefs. Friday came on to Stockbridge, 
about 6 miles. Since I was in this place before, the Oneida 
pagans have agreed to hear the gofpel preached in this town. 
This Sabbath they had appointed to meet here for the firft time, 
but fomething has prevented. ‘This was brought about by 
fome addrefs that paifed betwixt the Chriftian and the Pagan 
Indians at Oneida, refpecting attending to the Alleghany 
prophet. ‘The Stockbridge Indians advited the Pagans to try 


their religion, fo if one failed the other might fupport them. 


Monday vilited one of the fchools. Preached from 1 Cor. 
xii. laft verfe. Gave the Indians an account of my travels 


among other Indians. 
Jan. 10. Friday. Vifited the North School in Stockbridge. 


‘Above thirty attend this fchool, and appear as well as fchools 


in general. The matter is a Mohecunuh, and moft or all the 
{cholars are of the fame tribe. The matter teaches them the 
Weltminfter catechifm, which they have in their own language, 
ence every week. Vifited fome families. They res very 
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decent and attentive. At one houfe converfed with a youth of 
about 16 years of age, who lately joined the church in Stock- 
bridge. ‘The {fchoolmatter is a man of fenfe, has atalent for 
governing a {chool, and appeared fome thoughiful about his 
foul. 

Friday evening a woman came to fee me, who has been un- 
der concern fer her foul. Others came with her. She ex- 
prefied great defires that God would open her eyes, that the 
might fee her wickedneis. Her father, who was with her, and 
who has been a great drunkard, it was thought was deeply at- 
feted. Another exprefled fome hopes fhe had met with a 
change lately. Two profeffors appeared ferious, and engaged 
to learn more of the way of truth. 

Lord’s day, vifited the Indians at Oneida Caftle. Their 
Miffionary has not vifited them, it was thought, fince lalt Oc- 
tober. ‘There are four profeffors of religion, who are white 
people, in the Caftle. Met with a number of white people and 
a few Indians at Schenado’s houfe. Some of the white people 
had been at the pagan meeting in the fouth fettlement. From 
a confideration of the deftitute fituation of the church at Onel- 
da, ipake from Ifaiah liv. 11—14. One laboured to interpret 
for me after preaching, but he was not very capable. Schena- 
do took me very affectionately by the hand, and thanked me for 
attending a meeting at his houfe. He wifhed much to havea 
minilter live with them. He faid their miniter told him they 
muift procure fome one who is young to attendtothem. They 
thought they could be better provided with an interpreter if I 
would meet with them again. 

Jan. 13. Monday evening preached at a {chool houfe in 
Vernon, from John iv. 10. Converfed with one who had fome 
difficultiesrefpecting diftinguifhing doétrines. 

Tuefday attended a meeting with the pagan Indians at 
Hendrick Smith’s. Thougha ttormy cold day, about thirty 
attended with their principal men. Spoke from Mark xvi. 15. 
Was particular in explaining the law of ten commands, and of 
the great preparation there was made to reveal the Lord Jetus; of 
the neceffity of fuch a Saviour, and that he might be known whea 
he appeared inthe flefh. They were very attentive, returned me 
many thanks, made fpeeches to their people on what I faid ; 
fome faid they never heard thefe things fo plainly fated before. 
Withed me to meet with them at their council houfe. One of 
their fpeakers urged the importance of taking pains that all 
their people fhould attend. 

Wednefday converfed with fome profeffors of religion at 
Vernon, who were in perplexity about their foul concerns. One 
of them heard me preach yelterday. 

No 12. Vol. III. Mmm Thurfday 
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Thurfday rode to Oneida Caftle, but the interpreter they ex- 
pected had not come. One of the chiefs agreed he would go 
after him if Iw ould meet with them onthe next day. I a- 
greed, and rode to Verona, where I found Mr. Job W Vight, a 
candidate for the miniftry. He preached in the evening ; 
gave an exhortation, and fpake of the temptations they were 
expofed to fince the attention to religion among them. They 
wilhed me to preach to them. 

Friday two of the church in Verona and Mr. Wight accom- 
panied me to the Caftle ; but the interpreter could not be pro- 
cured. Had an interview With White Martinus, a chief, two 
of the Dennies, and Lfaac Webfter. As I had heard of their 
with for preaching about the commencement of the year, I re- 
minded them of what is flated of the birth of Chrift in the 2d 
of Luke. ‘They wilhed me to {peak to Domine Briflet or fome 
others, about obtaining a minifter to come and refide with 
them. Spoke of the neglects of their Miflionary. I ftated 
thgt his advanced age, &e. might be areafon of his not at- 
tending on them, that they were men of bufinefs, and muft 
labour to be in a way to take care of themfelves, and to join 
with our white people, fome of whom were with me, and labour 
to get a minilter betwixt them. The chief gave me thanks 
for attending upon them, and they agreed if a minifter fhould 
come on, they would aflift him what they could ; that a houfe 
and land was appropriated for the purpote of fupporting a min- 
iier. 

Saturday preached at Verona, on walking in the fear of the 
Lord and the comfort of the Holy Ghoft. 

Jan. 19. Lord’s day met with the pagan Indians at their 
council houfe ; fpake to them from the 2d of Luke, on the 
birth of Chrift, and what was faid by the angel and the heav- 
enly hofts. About fixty heard me with attention. I defired 
them to inform me if they did not underftand any thing I faid 
before or at this time. One of their fpeakers, after {peaking 
to the people, defired me to fpeak on the feventh command, 
what I had faid at the other meeting, as fome were now pre- 
fent who did not hear me before. They returned me many 
thanks ; and one obferved they fhould labour to inculcate what 
I hdd obferved to them, from Sabbath to Sabbath. They re- 
marked that their prophet had urged the fame things refpect- 
ing drinking, and the law of marriage, &c, 1 obferved, that I 
was glad of many things the prophet urged, but he could point 
out no way in which our fins could be forgiven ; that he had no 
proof in favour of their old cultoms of worthip. I laboured 
to illu@rate the doctrine of atonement. 
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REVIVAL OF RELIGION AT WRENTHAM. 


Messrs. Epitors, 


If the following narrative of the revival of religion in the North 
Parifh in Wrentham, will, in your judgment, be gratifying to your 
Chriftian readers, you will pleafe to infert it. 


IN June, 1798, I took upon me the paftoral charge of the 
church in this parifh. The church was then {mall, confifting 
of about fifteen male members, and not far from the fame num- 
ber of females. ‘The church appeared united in a belief of the 
Calviniitic fyftem of doctrines : and but little oppofition was 
made to thoie doctrines in the fociety. ‘The people generally 
attended public worfhip, and, perhaps, with as much decency 
and order in time of worfhip, as in congregations in general. 
But it did not appear that the great concerns of eternity had 
much impreffion on the minds of many. Some of the youth, 
as ufual, were pleafed with thofe amufements which ferve to 
remove the mind farther from {ferious confideration, and to pre- 
judice it againtt the felf-denying religion of Jefus. 

About a year after my connexion with this people began, 
attempts were made to fet up a monthly religious conference. 
Thefe attempts, after meeting with difcouraging circumftances, 
fucceeded fo tar, that numbers attended the conferences befide 
profeflors of religion. 

Atlength, theie meetings became more frequent than at firft ; 
and, by many, were efteemed ufeful in communicating religious 
inftruction, and in promoting union among Chriftians, in feek- 
ing the profperity of the Redeemer’s kingdom in the world. 

Although, for the firlt three years of my miniftry among 
this people, there appeared no general awakening among them, 
yet God was gracioufly pleafed to difpofe a number to join 
themfelves with the profeiled friends of Chrift ; eleven perfons 
were added to the church, of whom three were by recommen- 
dation from other churches. 

In-the winter of 1802, feveral perfons appeared to have their 
minds folemnly imprefled with a view of their fins and danger. 
This attention was principally among heads of families. Tho’ 
this attention did not embrace the whole parifh, yet it might 
occafion the general folemnity, which for a time appeared. 

Now our conference meetings had more numerous attend- 
ants than before the awakening began. Numbers appeared to 
feel that they could neither pleafe God, nor be happy, while def- 
titute of the religion of Chrift. 

There is reafon to believe, that feveral of the awakened be- 
eame reconciled to God. ‘The number of praying families was 

increeafed, 
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increafed, and the church enlarged with profeffed friends to 
Chrift and his kingdom. This year eleven perfons were added 
to the church. 

It pleafed a fovereign God to continue his gracious vifit 
among us, notwithitanding the ungrateful returns we made 
for pait favours, and the refufal of many to comply with the 
reafonable requirements of the gofpel. In the year 1803, fev- 
eral other perfons appeared to have their minds ferioufly im- 
preffed with a conviction of their finful hearts and lives, and of 
the punifhment juftly due to them for fin. Some of thefe, as 
they hoped, were made willing to accept of fovereign mercy; 
and devote themfelves to the intereft and honour of the Re- 
deemer. ‘This year eleven more were added to the church : 
four of whom were young perfons. In the following year three 
more of the youth publicly covenanted with God and his peo- 

ple. 

After this, for feveral months, there appeared a great degree 
of coldnefs and inattention to religion among us. Burt few at- 
tended the conference meetings. ‘Even among profeflors of re- 
ligion, there appeared a want of zeal and engagednefs for the 
caufe of Chrift. In the fall of the year 1804, and_ winter fol- 
lowing, God was pleafed gracioufly to vifit, by the effufions of 
his Holy Spirit, another part of this town, under the miniftry of 
the Rev. Mr. Fitk. Though we all knew this, yet a general 
ftupidity apparently remained on the minds of thofe who had 
never manifelted any friend{bip to religion. But feveral of the 
friends of religion among us, by feeing and marron what great 
things God was doing in another part of the town, appeared 
greatly to rejoice, and to feel a freth encagednefs for the inter- 
elt of religion, and very defirous that God would again vilit us 
in this part of the town by his fpecial influences. At length 
thefe defires were, in a degree, joyfully gratified. Early in the 
fpring of the year 1805, a number of the young people in the 
parifh appeared to have an impreflive view ‘of their loft ftate by 
nature. The important interefts of their fouls manifeftly em- 
ployed their thoughts and concern. ‘This attention rapidly 
increafed among the youth. It foon appeared that nearly thir- 
ty perfons had their attention to their fouls arrefted. Fora 
fhort time, there appeared a general foleramnity upon the minds 
ef the people in the parifh. Our weekly conferences were un- 
commonly full for feveral weeks ; at which, and on the Sab- 
baths, the aflemblies were unufually attentive to gofpel inftruc- 
tion. But this general folemnity foon abated. Still a confid- 
erable number appeared to have deep and abiding impreflions 
on their minds. | With thefe it was now eafy to find accefs. 
Their minds were open to receive inftruction, and, with ca- 
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gernefs, would they liften to truths which defcribe the natural 
heart of man, and diktinguifh its exercifes from thofe of the 
heart renewed by fovereign grace. 

In the {pace of a few weeks, after the awakening extended, 
as above noticed, nearly twenty perfons appeared to entertain 
fome hope that they had become reconciled to God, and could 
truit in Chrift as the only, and all-fufficient Saviour of finners. 
Of thefe fixteen have been added to the church. 

In the latter part of the fummer, there appeared a confider- 
able abatement in this good work, as it refpected new inftances 
of conviction and converfion; alfo refpecting fome who had 
been folemnly imprefied in mind concerning the ftate of their 
fouls. Itis to be feared that fome of thefe have in a degree loft 
their impreflions, and remain deftitute of any evidence that they 
are at peace with God. Should they continue impenitent, and 
returno a ftate of mind void of all conviction, the profpect be- 
fore tuem mult be very gloomy indeed. 

We truft, however, that God has not wholly departed from 
us, relative to the influences of his Holy Spirit on the minds of 
numbers amiong us. In the fpace of a few months paft, a few 
new cafes of awakening have appeared, and fome of thefe do 
entertain a belief that they have become truly friegdly to God. 

Our public aflemblies fill appear attentive and folemn in 
time of worfhip : and a goodly number continue to manifelt a 
delight in the religion and kingdom of Jefus Chritt. 

It will, probably, be expected, that fome account be given of 
the nature of this wofk in the effeé produced in the views and 
exercifes of thofe who have been the fubjedts of it. This will 
now be attempted. It appears, in general, that the firft im- 
preffions on the minds of the awakened, were a fenfe of the dan- 
gerous {tate they were in on account of their finfullives. This 
view of themfelves is foon followed with a conviction of fin, be- 
ing of the nature of oppofition to God in hts character and gov- 
ernment. In fome, this conviétion is much clearer than in oth- 
ers. The moft of them expreis a fenfe of their entire moral 
depravity ; that they hgve been, not only deftitute of any right 
exercifes of heart, but have been wholly felfifh in all their feel- 
ings and conduct. With this view of themfelves, they fee it 
would be juit for God to execute upon them the penalty of the 
divine law, and they often exprefs their aftonifhment that he 
hath not done it already. This convidtion of fin, in a great de- 
gree, filences the objections again{t the doctrines of divine fev- 
ereignty, which are commonly made by unconvinced finner 

There has appeared a difference as to the duration of convic- 
tion in different perfons, before they obtain relict ; fome ob- 
taining it much fooner than others. A difference, : vt reipecting 
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terror and diltrefs of mind. On thefe accounts, fome who are 
fenfible of an alteration in the exercifes of their minds, have 
been ready to doubt of their being of the right kind. For they 
fuppofe fuch great finners as they have been, mutt have greater 
terror, clearer convictions, and of longer continuance, than they 
have been the fubjects of. 

Thofe who have given evidence that they have become new 
creatures in Chrift, exprefs a willingnefs to be in the hands of 
a fovereign God : a delight in his character and government, an 
approbation of Chrift as held up in the gofpel, and truft in him, 
as an altogether fuitable Saviour for fuch finners, as they fee 
themfelvesto be. Such exercifes as thefe are accompanied with 
a peculiar delight in the fociety and religious converfation of 
thofe, whom they efteem as friends to Chrift. They alfo man- 
ifet a great delight in the word and worfhip of God, efteem- 
ing that preaching the moft defirable, which is the moft fearch- 
ing. In private converfation, they exprefs a great degre of ' 
knowing what are the diftinguifhing traits between a true Chrif- 
tian, and an hypocrite. The more they attend to themfelves, 
in the light of divine truth, the greater difcovery they make of 
the vilenefs of their hearts. And this difcovery often occafions 
fears le{t they have been deceived concerning their hope of be- 
ing reconciled to God. But thefe fears are often fucceeded 
with increafing defires after conformity to God, and a greater 
delight in his fervice. 

Whether a//, or any of thofe among us, who lately entertain 
a hope that they are born of God, have really experienced 
that important change, will fully appear hereafter But when 
we fee thofe who have been thoughtlefs about religion, vain 
and worldly in their tempers and lives, become thoughtful a- 
bout their fouls, convinced of fin, and manifefting friendfhip to 
Chrift and his caufe ; muft we not conclude that this 1s the work 
of the Holy Spirit, w ho, when he comes, convinces finners of fin, 
of righteoufnefs, and of judgment ? In this way God increaf- 
es the number of-his friends, counteracts the influence of delu- 
fion and wickednefs, and manifefts the riches of his grace, in 
his kindnefs to penitent finners, through Chriit Jefus. In view 
of fuch a difcovery of the glorious God, true faints rejoice, and 
give him the praife. It becomes all who have named the 
name of Chrift, carefully to depart from iniquity, and to ftand 
faft inthe Lord. In this way they will pleafe God, exhibit evi- 
dence of being real difciples of Chrif, and enjoy a comfortable 
hope of appearing with Chriil in glory. 

That God would revive his work, by the extenfive fpread of 
the gofpel in the world, by the converfion of finners to true ho- 
linefs, and by building up his church in gofpel love and harmo- 
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ny, is doubtlefs the daily prayer of all the friends of Zion. 
And He, who hears prayer, will, in his own time, give gra- 
cious an{wers of peace. 


JOHN CLEAVELAND. 


Wrentham, Fanuary 15, 1806. 


Extra& from a letter from Little Compton, in Rhode Ifland, dated 
feb. 1806. 


THE Lord is caufing us to realize, in fome meafure, what 


“we have been praying for in times paft. The attention 


of all claffes is called to the importaut concern of their fouls ; 
numbers are burdened with a ienfe of their fins ; fome have 
hopefully been brought into the liberty of the gofpel ; many of 
our moral profeilors have been made to fear and tremble, in 
view of their loft condition ; fome who have been se to 
the truth have become new creatures, and fpeak a new lan- 
guage ; eight perions have been propounded tor admiffion into 
the church, and numbers it is expected will come forth on the 
Lord’s fide ; we hope forty or fifty. We had two meetings ev- 
ery day Lalt as eek, except Saturday ; they were full and atten- 
tive. From*what we have learnt the work is progrefling in 
different parts of the town. In an adjoining town the labours 
of Mr. D. have been bleffed. Ten perfons fland propounded 
to join the church. We wifh for a remembrance in your 
prayers, that God would continue his work among us. Iam, 
in great hafte, yours, &c. 


N. B. Since the Editors received the above, they have had 
the pleafing information that the good work increades in that 
favoured town. 
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THE PROMISED LAND. 


N Jordan’s rugged banks I ftand, 
And caft a wifhful eye 
To Canaan’s fair and happy land, 


Where my pofleflions lie. 
O the 
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O the tranfporting, rapt’rous fcene, 
That rifes to my fight ! 

Sweet fields array’d in living green, 
And rivers of delight, 


There gen’rous fruits that never fail, 
On trees immortal grow ; 

‘here rocks, and hills, and brooks, and vales, 
With milk and honey flow. 


O’er all thefe wide extended plains 
Shines one eternal day ; 

There God, the Sun, forever reigns, 
And icatters night away. 


No chilling winds, or pojs’nous breath, 
Can reach that healthful fhore : 

Sicknefs and forrow, pain and death, 
Are felt and fear’d no more. 


When fhall I reach that happy place, 
And be forever bleft ? 

When fhall I fee my Father’s face, 
And in his bofom reft ? 


Fill’d with delight, my raptur’d foul 
Can here ho longer itay : 

Tho’ Jordan’s waves around me roll, 
Fearlefs I’d launch away. 


DONATIONS TO THE SOCIETY. 


From a Friend - - - - - « Dossss i000 
From a Lady in Marblehead, by Rev. Mr. May, Fen 
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